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Since the doolaration of 197~1988 .as tho, UN Tr341i;poI'.t and. Com-, 
·' ·: mimib'nti·ons· Decade ·.for llfrica 1 . tlie OAU hns adopted two resolutions v:iz. 

Resolttti0ns' CM/Res .67~(iliI)~ requoo-tin,;: th~ Secretary-General. j;o mako . 
. ·- .. 

·ahriuai reportG to the Council of Jllinistors on tho progros<; of .. tho implomonta-

ti~~s of the Decade pr~gramm~s and CM/Ros. 738(XXXIII) Rov.1 1 antici~ating a 

successful ·convcl'iing of the PleCk,<>in(j. Conference which took place in Now 

York on 20 November, 1979 for the implementation of the Docnde programmG, 

a) Inter Agency ~eatings 

·3.; On 12 November 1979 1 tho jTix:ocutive pc;>_crotary of, ECA. convened Di,. 
. . . . .;.":'.:··'_:~-·-..· .......... ~-;: . ~ <-··· .. 

Inter-agency moet,~g whicl}_.wns_ <;Lttendod.by OAU 1 DNE,CA1 UNDP 1 )JNESC0 1 IBRD 1 

ICAO, 'lJFu,· ufu.111A ' ITU, ILO, AFCAC, mJCTAD, FAQ ~d '®AA~- Tho Ex:ccutivo 

Secret~y:of 'rncA 6~tlin~d th~,.p~op~~tion~ unde~taken '-for ,tho .Pledging . 
. ~ ; . . . . ~:: : : . . :· :- . . ' .. : ~ - ) . . . . . : : ·- . 

Conforonoo which ~ncluclod 1 inter alia1 the completion of Volume II on 

scct'.oral s-bud~es ·6na.' pr;jocts ,C111d .tho. ~e;1di.ng of ECA promotional missions 
. •· i"~i.:' . ! , - • • • •.•.• 

for ·effoctive part~cipation and commitmcmt at tho Pl~dging Conference. 

After a brief exchange of views it was decided that .the Inter-agency body 

shall meet again. later during tho year to review the results of" this · 

Pledging Conference. 

b) Pre-Pledging Conference • 
4. The Pre-Pledging Conference was held on 13 November' 1979. Jllost 

African countries and a number of UN MGmber States as well as international 
' ·, 

" organizations and' 'funding institutions 'were presont. Tho meeting wao Chaired 

. by the Ex:ooutivo Secretary of J:i!CA who made an, opening ·statomeµt in which he . . . - . . -
gave a brief historical background of the Transport and Communications .Decade .. ' . . . . . ;· .... :·· 
and highlig]ltod th_e, .Intor7 gov:o.rnmontal actbd tics undertaken by ECA1 ·other 

UN Specialized Agencies and African organisations in tho: preparation of the 
.· · .. . . ~~~_.in... . · 

global strategy 1mcJ. .. plan o:f'. action. for the first phase of tho Decade. He 
·'. ., . '· :'''...•. . ' ' 

then stated that th0 document had been adoptGd by tho .Co!'lference of African 
;'4 : ' 

Ministers of Transport 1 Co~ications and Planning and later endorsed by 

the l/Jo11rovia. Summit of the OAU. 
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' The Ex:ecutive Secretary of ECA elaborated in greater detail on the 

projects approved and the fiµancing required for 'their implementation during 
- " ( ...... ' - ' ' : " 

the first phase'. of the de'cade. A number of delegations· sought ·clarificaticp.s 

on the attitude of the EEC c0119erning the timing of the. pl:edging conference •. 
. •"1 ' ' 

The Representative ·of Ireland speaking on behaif of the' EEC, g~vo· assurances 

·that EEC had no objection.tQ the convening of the pledging conference a.s 

scheduled. 

c) Pledging Conference 

6. Pursuant. to paragraph 3 of t.he General Assembly Resolµt?-?n 33/197 

of 29 January 1979 1. the UN Secretary-Gcne.z:,U 1 by a note verbale dated 
. , ... 

10 Septemb3r · 1979 convened the United .Na~io'ns· Pledging" ec;nference: for t~e 

Transp.ort and communicatiqns Decade in. Africa at the Uli.i ted Nations: Head

quarters on 20· November 1979• Government's of. Mertiber State's o:f',thq UNI . 

Members of the:·UN Specialized Agencies and the I;,tcirnational :Atomic Energy 
f ~.. • • • 

Agency we:r:-6 invited· to participate and a.nnounc-c their contributions to th!'J 

Decade. In addition 1·:•a number of international "financial and' development. 

institutions were· invited.to participate in the Conference•· · · · 
: .( 

In opening tho Conference 1 the Secretary-Gener~ Tu-~. Kurt .,Waldl)eim 1 
Y'.·· 

said that the Decade was proclaimed because Africa's inadequate transport and 

oommunicat~ons infrastructure was seriously affecting the cont~n~nt··~'~ ·~~~r·aii'· .. = .. ·· 

development. The intent of the Decade was to focµs international. attention 
. - .;. . -~----·-.. -.-- ,,._. 

on the situati6n ·:that c9lild onlY become worse if no actions were taken "to .. 
correct· it. · 

.: - -
8. · ,,; •Mr-. P&ul,: o •. E:ti~1 .Assistant seo'fotary-Genera:l ilf .the Organizatie>!l 

of African Uli.i ty said. t.h.e Conf':rencc consti tuteci yet another text of inte;_ 

national sclidari ty with j\fric:)ao He reaffirmed· the role of the . OJW in the 

areas cif' transport. and communications in Africa and pledglld :the unflinehi1'11i 

determination cf the_ OAU,,tc mobilize the roquiei:frtc political:·13uppor.t necessary 
1·.·-·· .. :'' 

for the successful, implomentation of the Decade programme•.; 
- • . . ',! ·:· •• ' - .: . 

--.-( - ... 

. " .. '\ : ~ . 
,),, ··'-·· 

•. 
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9. • The Ex:ooutivo Socrotar-.1 of tho EGA, Dr. ftdobayo Adodoji said that 

African cmmtrics neGded massive assistances from tho international community 

.- if the objcct'"'vos of the Decade wore to bo realized. He stated that the 
J •• , • ••• '-·.; ~--.'.(; \;(,} 

challenge proson,,tod by tho· Transport and Communications Decade was to . ' 

. establish a transpor·~ and communications system that would facilitate a 

ba].anced dq.volopmont of tho _ilf'rican economics .while .offc:i;-ing __ an .equita.blo 
. '· . ' ~· . . . . . '. '· . . ' ;,, ·- ·. 

:~.! i;ilmr"'. of o;ppqrtunitiqs to. ca.ch count;r-y, . 
·····-'. ,, 

··~ .. ,·,· ·, 

. . . . . . . 
The :tar~;t· for tho Pledging Conforoncc fo; ~he Docade was $8.85 
' :· • ' .: ·• ' : • •' ' :: . • :• : ' , ., '; .: ·:. • ,:/ _'·: ·, ' • • • .- •• I, : ' 

bil.lion. W)4lq. t;\lq Decade was to be implom<;mtod· in two··phase·s · vi'z·. i 1980 .:. 

i983 and 19s4 - 1988, tho total ~~bor ~f p~~j~cts ready for 'implementation 
·, , • '.. ,. ' • , ,' ' • ." . ,' •. • • : '': ' • I• ' 

and awaiting financing during the_ first"'phase, 1980·~ 1983; ar9 .394 transport 
• • <. • • • ' •.•• • • : ,! - ~ . .: . .• ' 

."and 156 ·comrrn.uiioations projocii;Ef. ·These·: 540 proj"ects · plu$' t"li&· goat for '., 

studies related to 221 pr6jo;i5t~ ·fil:i-eady· a:Pprov~d·1 :;amoimts:.to: $8,,85 billion~'. 
. . - ' 2 . . . . . 

... lO •. . , . . . 

. . . . . •'.- .... 

~ · .. •' 

11~ ·· · .i ·contiriontal distribution indioa·~os that r~gf~i1~{ pro_jobt~ ·accourit :•j, 

·far 48% of th9· programme a't_ the ;o~t of $4~8 bill:i.~~ ·whi.~e natio~1il projects 

.. ·· account for 52% of thG ·tot:;;tJ pr~gramme, 
· ... .· .. 

. ·.· 
'I :: .': :'· ::.: A classification of pro.jpcts by sub-sectors shows the· following· 

)•.; 

.. ,. 

·, :: _..' 

. ' 
'.:. 

.. ' ' . . . ' . ' ·: 
distribution.!· . · 

. ,, .. -:· ·.-railway· projootQ .. : .1 

port pro joot·s · , -. ':' ... °--

:.'air' tranefport. proj'octs 

··. ·. comiilimioations ·projects , . 

11J!l.I'i time. transport 

inland W~tGr transport 

· · niul t~mciaal .trimspcirt " 
r " •. . • . .. : · . 

36.5%. 
. · .. 25% .. 

... ,_ .,· 

. 2Q%; 

. 1% " . 
.. 6% 

4% 

1% 

.: 0;5% 

' . . . : .,, . ~.. ... - ~--

" ' 

•,·"::·· 

. ~ . . . . '. ; 

,','• 

,··· 

. :.· 

... 
.. 

..• .... 

~.' ' 
•• ·' ..•••. · ,: .:.· ••• j -~:-.. .;. :;· • ' 

···. 

12~ ···' ·A-i/tho''ooii.ciuSion:· of the Conference, accorcj.ing .to .t.h.o s,umm_a.py .. 
. . . t . .l . ' ' ., . ' . •"· . ~ .. ·' .:.. ... (_ .! • • • t:: 

given by the Ex:eoutive ·secretary of the ECA as well -as_ g:u;ir.,,<l:wr:1. :z:99or;d,r_.,a ' :.... . .· . . . .~~· ..... ____ _ 

total of· $128,088.00 was pledged ·bY 12 :eountr:j.ps.c- all #ri.c~.-~ta.t,es·. .... . • " - .:. .:. i' 

The Ex:ecutive Se6rctnry"of the ECA further stated ·that a number 0f governments 

and organizaiiorts ":i:ndioatcd that· a t.otal :of $.6-.36,j, bilt:i.o~ ·h~ ;~c~ ;~marked. 
( . . ; '.: ., . ';. ~ '.! ·, ' " 

... · .. ' .·' . ,.~ .. \ r.··~1 
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., .' _. :; ., 
The Conference heard the annotlncement of· pledges by some governinents 

and took note of the fact that other govcri;me.I!ts and ·.institutions iNere not in 

a po.si tion to announce ·their contribution~ ,;1hich ~hey pro~oscC!. ilo''oom1niinicate 1 

if, .1ll1Yr to tho. UN Secretary-General 'at a :Later cl,ate.\ :AJ.1-. devi>io.ped :~o.Jntries 
. . ~ j t. ' • ' ' . 

. 111hich par't:1cipated in the conference :ltidicated 'that thei~: coiitrii::nitions would 

be thJ'opgh bi:).ateral ·assistance, 

.',.~ . 
. ,·' : .· ~:::.' 

d) Pcist-Plecl.ginging Cohferer;,~e Activities 
. ... t . j 

14, The ·General Secretariat p.as ·been infor.med by the Economi<;i:".Commission 

; for Afric!).· that i111Jl1ed.iatoly after 'the; Pledging· Conference ECA hajl initiated .·a 

:,:;· s;o/stem for the ·collection of information on the progress of the various projects. 
. . . . ' . -

The information·· supplied by donors and financi.e.l institution revep,led that up to 

the end .of April ~.980 a .. sum of.:$US 2.3 'billion has been earmarke~1:,for. financing 

proj'ects .. in the Decade programme and that interest has .been shown in financing 

other projects costing in the nc.i$hbourhood of $US. 850 mill.ion~ · · 

' " 

· 15. From January to March 1980 ECll also reported to tl:).e Con;ferc.nce of 

Ministers of the MULPOCs on the Decade programme. In these reports it was 
• • I • • 

emphasized that states should accord the proje.ct' ·c~ntaincd in. the. Decade programme 

high priority in their development plans and' th~t in ·bil~t~;~ :.~egoti~tions 
with donors evc.ry effort should be.made to seek f:lnancing first for the Decade 

' .. 
projects. 

16. In March 1980 the Ex:ocutive Seore'tary of ECll visited Vienna as a guest 
' 

of the Austrian Government, Durinl,i :the yist he was able t6 meet high-ranking 

officials and some Ministers of Au.:;i,tria1 Belgium, Canad;,,, Denmark,, Finland 1,, 

Ireland1 ·Netherlan.ds 1 Norw~ and ::lwqden and to 'discuss witl:i the'm t;ti.e, targets 

of the ~Decade pr~gramme and th13 :various.,wa,ys. 0of financing th~ proj~pts, It.,is . . . . ... 
. expectea that,' ·as a direc;it result of these discussions·,·. a gro;;_p:· of coWltries 

• will -finance ~ p~ckaie' of rai~way projects .in East Af'rica. 

17, The ECA also parti.cipated in an"EE:C/ACP Se~inar in Mahe 1 · Seychelles in 

April at which a number of projects in transport and ccimmWlications for the 

countries of East Africa and the Indian Ocean Islands were submitted for considera~ 

tion 'by the EEC under the regional fund of Lome II. 



CM/1067(XXXV)Rev,l 

Page 5 

18, In the near :futlire it is planned to hold a 
' 

meeting with EEC to 

and collllIRlllioa.tions~ 

consider 

the financing of other African projects in- transport 

e) Conclusion 

19~ 

... _.,, : . . . 
• ," • r ', "':.:.:·', ~ ·I''•;" ·,'[.r, • 

! it is gra:tifying .to note that' nearly all Mricnn ·countries ac'tively 

raprescint.ation., This participated in .the_.Pledging poii.feren:ci'o at a 'Mgh level of 
~- . ' ... .,._. -: . . . . 

consti tu'ted: a major ,positive result of the· ·Conference and that African 'couritries . . ·- . . . 
strongly showed their determinati'on. to ensur-0.'"t°ii.e' success of the 'nec!ti.a.e','' -Jn .. 

fact during,;t.he. Confer.e:11:ce .. the Mrican c".untries wer<;l'. the .. diaiii'c;'ciiftributof.s, ... 

Not Withstan~ng.,'j;h171, ·f~r-·thc·-OAU'·the results of the Conference were disappoint"' 

ing,·.· On this th~·-Af~ic·:u:;· G~oup 1 " meeting after th0 C~nference:1 <.tcoh·the same 
· .. · " . _.·. ,. 

view that the Conference left much to tie desired nnci. some les~ons .·t.o be lea.med, ,· ... 
'··. 

: . : ... 
20. Consequently it was suggested that a ineeting be 0onvm:1t'.ld possibl;y . .. - •,. . 
at th~ Inte~agency level .to undert.ake: 

·.· ... r.. . 

a,)' "ai1: appraisal· of: the Pledging Conference 

b) an exploration of new ap;pro~ches· to ~J.m~leinent · the 

,: ·:Decade "·programme - ,. '·· .· ... 
c) a review. of. the. •iearniikkcd funds" arid .hold disoti.aSione 

• ' • , • \ • - 1.:: • , : 

With "donors" on projects they are interested ·in · · · ": 

d) the organizing of recepient countries and persua.q.c .. them 

to constantly include Decade projects in their requests 

for bilateral ai~ 

e) assistance to reccpient countries in projects formulation 

ru,d negotiation wi t,li donors 

f) the org;i,nisation of small groups of countries to collectively 

pursµe certain regional and sub-regional projects 

g) the improv:cmcnt of contacts With "donor" countries and 

Fina!lcial Institutions to ensure the continuous flow of 

resources for the implementation of the Decade programme 

and monitor such developments 

h) the submission of periodical report to African political 

bodies. 

I~·. 
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f) :·:; . .' Supportive · Act.ion 'b;tj:>AU 
. .. :.:·~ . 

21. The role of the OAU :fotitially would be the mob1.lizcition of the 

political will and other· supportive actions reqtiired for the imple~enta.t'ion 

of the Decade · ~rogramme. Henc~forth, in · acco:i;dance with the Monrovia·:·. · · 

D~_91."~ation of i~tent . and the .. L~~s :f'.l~ of Action; , the General Secretariat' 
. . , . 

c~ntcmplates the following actions: .. . ·~. . ... ·, ·: · 

' .... . ' ... ··· 
a} ~cour?g'e!llent of the · Fr~cdqme ·.o~ Travel within the cont:l.nent .. , ... : , -,•' .. 
· ·'' i;iylUd.ing the Wai vi~~- °c:if y-isa requir:ement. for Siffipli,fiOa~~Qll . I 

' ·P.f entry. and ~xit P:+ocadures..- · · · · . .. ·· ·· 
... ... . . 

. b') 'urging· Member Statcs. 'to r~titY._.~~~ .. I~t.erna:tionaL 
.· ; .· .~ . ' . 

Transit Qonvcntiono 

c) Elcp~.~re the _possibility of , ho~~ing .8.: meeting .of· experts ooncerned 

and assist in preparing ~~unds . for bilater·a1 or su~regiona:J.. .. 

_ meetings to discuss transit i_~sues • 
• • l • 

. d) Encourage ang. insist on ,the .ac:t.ive iJ1volvement .of OAU 

s~~ialized- Agen~ies 'in. t};e'. implcmcnt~tion of the··. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON TJIB TRANS'PoaT .AN:o CO!l!MUNICATIONS "DECADE 

FOR .ilFRIC.IL..(_1978 - 1988) 

The Council of Ministers of tho Organization of ilfrioan Unity meeting 

at its Thirty-fifth Ordinary Session in Freetown, Sierra Leona from 18 to 

28 June 1980. 

Having taken note of the Report of tho Secretary-General on the 

Transport and Communications Decade for Africa contained :i,n Document CM/ 

1067 (XXXV)Rov.l; 

Rooa:rUne,: Rosolutiom Oll/Rcs.675(XXX:II) and CM/Res.738(XXXIII) 

Rev, 1 on the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade for .llfrioa 

adopted. at Khartoum (July 1978) and l!lonrovia (July 1979) respecti vej,y; 

Rooalling further Resolution 32/160 .of tl~o Uni tee). N:3;j;icns General 

Assembly of Docombor 1977 which approved tho reoommeridation µrging the 

proclamation of Transport and Comrrrunications Decade for Africa contained 

in resolution 29l(XIII) of the Conference of Ministers of the Economic 

Commis,sion for Africa; 

~ful_,9~ of the poor response in terms of firm. pledges on the part 

of most potential donors at tho last Pledging Conference co.nvened by the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations in New York in November 1979; 

.. •. Considering Resolution E.AEO/Ros .1 (II) adopted by the 2nd Ex:tra-

Ordiµary Summit .of OAU Heads of· State and Government, 

matters 1 held at Lagos 1 Nigeria in April 1980 1 

,•. 

devoted. t.o·. Economic 

·: . 

. l. :: 

.. .,. ,. . 
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l• THANKS the Secret:m'y-Gcnoral o:t' tho United Nations for having 

organized :~.he·. -firE!t. _Pledging Conf_ercncc 1 thus <mabling a 

1ieginniii~-:-~-~ b~~-rr;i'ife:•{n.. miPiiizi11~ :i:6.iouf..:ce$ ·for impl~nie~ting . ·. - . . - . ' . . 
· -:) /..:.the .. J?rogramme for ~Jre"TransJ?cix·:t. a;,_d ~.tJorr.'llu.nications 

~~ if~~~~·.;·.: . :·, ···/;. ..., ·····:-... :_:.:~~:·::·.~~;,..,.· . , .. . . ~' -· 
Decade· 

.... . ·,, 

• 

2. EXPRESSES its satisfaction with thG t:ll"scivo attcndW.cc "6f OAU 

Member St;ates at the Pledging Cor,foronco which amply demcinstratei;l 

.that ~ri·can 'st8:tes· are greatJy concerrt\l\l .a"\J9ut .tJ;te,,i.!Jli;>rove.ment 

of their trahspoi't and :oommunicat:tons ;_mh•".str·u.otw.'cs,- _..: ·· . .. :: "'-.. 
-·-~-··· .· ... ,'.. }~ ··( 

3. · TH.Al'IKS _all those donors who ha:vD co far made fir;n material and 
". . ;• - \ ., -~ .. 

fi_nancial ·pledges ··oo ·tho 1'uJ.filmi,-6t of trrn l'eoe.de programme; 
·.·.; 

', .. __ :, 
., .. 

.. ; :·. 
· 4• APPEALS ·oNCE·-AGAm ·co Afi'foa.-i aiiq' (rtho:r• international financial 

instij;l!-ticns 7 espooialJ.y the A1Iil1 lJlF .. end BiillEA, and developed .. 

. couqtries 't·6 pledge funds_ cJtlicC'· 0:1 a b.:i.late"a1. o/:multi-lat~ral 
bas_i·s f9r ·.th~ reali'Z2.:iii.G~1, of· th0 ·:va.t·iouJ3 P:ro,jcc·t s 1ri tl1in ~he .. : 

·United· Nati~b.~' Tr·anr.;·pC:.r.·t .ai.'1d. C<.:1tmi~"'1.ic.s.t.l.on~; ·D.:;oc1de:- ·f-0-r- ~rica9 .":: .. 
··.1 .. 

. 5• INVITES the Orge.niza:G;_o:i·of Pot:~o-'rnm1 lhpoo·tin,i' 001.mtrioS';(OP~C);'· 
to provid? resourccr; :Co::r t1.to Spoci,':ll ?lu1d ·G~ th.0 ·implementat~qn 
of _the p·rOgrainmc ·Pf tl1.e Tr~-lapQrl; a:td COm~nG.z1ioai_;_:i;o~s Decaa.e 

in Africa;·. 
. .... 

6. CALLS ON all African States fo e-ivo ch10 priority, in their 

. ··.:, .. t.,:natiorial trai-ispo:t>t~~··~~;~d· oorrutiU.~cL-o.:lt·.t.ori.3 yJ,:.g.t~P.i :Go, :PrOj 06~-ts q~~tained 
. .· . ' ,•' . ".:,l ;. ," • . 

in the Transport. and· Go_mm1n i.ca-ticnG r,3oaflG ±'or .Af'.i-ioa·. as "'1.opted 

in the Lagos Plaµ\o.f Aoi;idn r ·: ··:·-.. 
' . 

7 • EXPRESSES its apprcci.e.:tio11 to th~) Oi!.T~ a;~d. E·C ... '1 Soc:r-ptariats ..... fOr 

the \Vork done so i'al" u::lcl cncom•n.gGG tli.OCl to cl1:r1ti:i.1.u.e ·with their 

efforts towai.,ds ti:lc J..,~lGmcr!;~a:t :.0:;1 of tb.c Dc0-acl~ !1rog.rammco 

•. 

., .. 
~ .. :. 
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REQBSTS the Secretary-GencraJ. in collaboration with the Ex:ocutive 

Secretary of ECA to explore now approaches towards mobilizing 

financiaJ. and other resources for tho implementation of the 

Decade programme 1 

9. FURTHER RElQUESTS the Secretary-General in collaboration with 

the Ex:ecutive Secretary of ECA to report back to the Thirty

Sevonth Session of the Council of lllinisters on the progress 

of the implementation of the Decade programme and the results 

of their eff'orts to mobilize additional resources • 

. .,. .. --
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