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CHARTER FOR AFRICAN CULTURAL RENAISSANCE

PREAMBLE

We, Heads of State and Government of the African Union meeting in the Sixth Ordinary
Session in Khartoum, the Republic of The Sudan, from 23" to 24™ January 2006;

Inspired by the Cultural Charter for Africa adopted by the Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity meeting in its Thirteenth Ordinary
Session, in Port Louis, Mauritius, from 2 to 5 July, 1976;

GUIDED BY

The Constitutive Act of the African Union;

The Universal Declaration of Principles of International Cultural Co-operation adopted by
the General Conference of UNESCO at its Fourteenth Session in 1966;

The Pan-African Cultural Manifesto of Algiers (1969), and by the Inter-Governmental
Conference on Cultural Policies in Africa organized by UNESCO in Accra, in 1975, in
cooperation with the Organization of African Unity;

The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (1981);

The Convention on the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict
(1954) and its additional Protocols;

The Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit Import,

Export and Transfer of Cultural Property (1970);

Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972);
The UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001);

The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003);

The Convention on the Protection and Promotion of Diversity of Cultural Expressions,
(2005);

The Decision of OAU Summit on the establishment of the African Academy of
Languages; ‘




The Decision of the First Conference of African Ministers of Culture on the endorsement
of the Draft Charter for African Cultural Renaissance, from 13 to14 December 2005, in
Nairobi, Kenya;

AFFIRMING

That any human community is necessarily governed by rules and principles based on
culture; and that culture should be regarded as the set of distinctive linguistic, spiritual,
material, intellectual and emotional features of the society or a social group, and that it
encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living together, value
systems, traditions and beliefs;

That all cultures emanate from the societies, communities, groups and individuals and
that any African cultural policy should of necessity enable peoples to evolve for
increased responsibility in its development;

AWARE OF THE FACT

That any people have the inalienable right to organize their cultural life in full harmony
with their political, economic, social, philosophical and spiritual ideas;

CONVINCED

That all the cultures of the world are equally entitled to respect just as all individuals are
equal as regards free access to culture;

RECALLING

That despite cultural domination which during the slave trade and the colonial era led to
the depersonalization of part of the African peoples, falsified their history, systematically
disparaged and combated African values, and tried to replace progressively and
officially, their languages by that of the colonize, the African peoples were able to find in
African culture, the necessary strength for resistance and the liberation of the Continent;

CONVINCED
That the unity of Africa is founded first and foremost on its history;

That the affirmation of cultural identity denotes a concern common to all peoples of
Africa;

That African cultural diversity and unity are a factor of equilibrium, strength in African
economic development, conflict resolution and reducing inequality and injustice to
promote national integration;











































