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CONSTITUTION OF THE AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION COMMISSION

WHEREAS civil aviation plays an important role in achieving the objectives of the African Union (AU)
as enshrined in the Constitutive Act of the African Union adopted by the Heads of State and Government
on 11July 2000 in Lome, Togo;

WHEREAS the development of safe and orderly air transport services into, within and from Africa is to
be established on the basis of equality of opportunity and operated soundly and economically as envisaged
in the Convention on International Civil Aviation opened for signature at Chicago on 7 December 1944;

WHEREAS the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) was conceived by the Constitutive
Conference convened by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 1969 and became an OAU/AU Specialized Agency on
11 May 1978;

WHEREAS the Abuja Treaty of 3 June 1991 adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Member States of the OAU established the African Economic Community with the
aim of inter alia deriving mutual benefit, coordination and integration of policies for the social and
economic development of Africa more particularly in civil aviation;

CONSIDERING the Decision taken in Yamoussoukro, Cote D’Ivoire on 14 November 1999, relating to
the implementation of the Yamoussoukro Declaration for the liberalization of access to air transport
markets in Africa which was subsequently endorsed by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of the OAU vide Decision AHG/OAU/AEC/Dec.1 (IV), adopted in Lome, Togo, on 12 July 2000;

RECALLING the Ministerial Decision of the third African Union Conference of Ministers responsible
for Air Transport adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 11 May, 2007 and subsequently endorsed by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government in Accra, Ghana on 29 June 2007 entrusting AFCAC with
the responsibility of being the Executing Agency for the Yamoussoukro Decision;

CONVINCED of the need for a common civil aviation policy capable of promoting the development of
African airlines and enhancing African participation in international air transport;

RECOGNIZING that AFCAC should assist African States in supplementing the work of [CAO;

THEREFORE, We the African States HAVE AGREED to the following provisions:

SECTION I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
Definitions

For the purpose of this Constitution the terms and expressions below shall have the following meaning :

‘Abuja Treaty’ means the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community adopted at Abuja,
Nigeria on 3 June, 1991 and which entered into force on 12 May 1994;




‘AFCAC’ means the African Civil Aviation Commission as established in 1969 and referred to in Article-_‘:
2 of this Constitution; '

‘AFCAC Region’ shall refer to a geographical region of Africa, as defined by the African Union;
‘African State’ means an African State, member of the African Union or the United Nations:
‘Assembly” means the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Aftican Union;

‘AU’ means the African Union as established by the Constitutive Act of the Union;

‘Bureau’ means the AFCAC Bureau as described in Article 12 of this Constitution;
‘Chairperson™ means the Chairperson of the African Union Commission;

‘Constitution” means this AFCAC Constitution as adopted by the Meeting of Plenipotentiaries held in
Dakar, Senegal on the 16™ of December 2009;

‘Executing Agency” means the Body referred to in Article 9.4 of the Yamoussoukro Decision;

‘Executive Council’ means the Executive Council of Ministers of the African Union;

“ICAO” means the International Civil Aviation Organization created pursuant to the Chicago
Convention. 1944 and which is the international body responsible for the regulation of civil aviation

worldwide;

‘Member State’ means an African State which has signed or ratified/acceded to the AFCAC
Constitution;

‘Monitoring Body’ means the Monitoring Body established by Article 9.2 of the Yamoussoukro
Decision;

‘NEPAD’ means the AU New Partnership for African Development Programme;

‘Plenary’ means the Assembly of designated representatives of Member States of AFCAC whose
functions are described in Article 10 of this Constitution;

‘RECS’ means the Regional Economic Communities as recognized by the AU;
‘Secretariat’ means the organ referred to in Article 14 of this Constitution;

‘Secretary General’ means the Secretary General of AFCAC as provided for under Article 14 of this
Constitution;

‘Sub-Committee on air transport established under Article 9.1 of the Yamoussoukro Decision’
means the sub-sectoral Committee on air transport, the Body referred to in Article 3 of the Rules of
Procedure of the Conference of Ministers of Transport, adopted by the Thirteenth Session of the

Executive Council held in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, from 24 to 28 June 2008;


































